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WILDLAND SAFETY AWARD GOES TO UM PROFESSOR EMERITUS 
MISSOULA -
University of Montana Professor Emeritus Brian Sharkey recently received the 
Wildland Safety Award from the International Association of Wildland Fire -  the most 
prestigious award given to individuals in the wildland firefighting community.
The award goes to those who have made significant contributions to wildland firefighter 
safety, either directly on the fireline or indirectly through management, cultural changes or 
wildland fire research.
Sharkey is among only eight who have received the award since its inception in 1997.
He works with the Missoula Technology Development Center of the U.S. Forest Service and 
with UM Department of Health and Human Performance faculty members to provide 
scientifically based information to improve the wellness, safety and performance of wildland 
firefighters.
His research in collaboration with UM’s Human Performance Lab has led to improved 
safety, fitness testing, meals and tools and has brought about a better understanding of the 
human factors that affect firefighters’ ability to do their jobs.
Sharkey received the award at the IAWF annual meeting April 29 in Phoenix.
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